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ranasi: For Amings, four
ar-old daughter of & daily
riger, it is o luxury to learn
Iphabets using a bramded
blet. “Bara mazs a raha hai
haimein,” a happy Amina
Exid showing the tablet. Simi-
fimrly. Neha(7), whose father is
m tempo driver, had never
thought of using any elec-
{tronic gndget for her studies
ihul now s using one for pri-
imarv education. Perhaps
PAchhe Din® have come for
ithem

A group of curious chil-
tdren . all slum dwellers, could
the soem busy with tablets un-
|der a neem tree In Mawoiya
tslum In Sarnath ares. While
isome were learning alpha-
bets and numbers, others
were tryving thelr hands in
drawing. It Is their first en-
counter with the slectronic
gadget.

A set of 50 tnblets upload-
ed with study materials were
provided to these underprivi-
leged children under a litera-
cy project supported by the
Dalal Lama Centre for Ethics
and Transformative Values at
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (USA), Sir Dorabe
ji Tata Trust and the Prajng-
pava Foundatlon Charitnble

FRociety

“Itlsa funtolearn English
words and draw sketches an
tahlet,” sakd another girl Sa
nya, whose father is also a las
bourer. About 25 children at
the Mawnlyo centre run by an
NGO Human Welfare Assocl
atlon (HWA) have been given
tahlets for primary learning
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y d.

£riidren leaming alphabets, numbers using tablets and (right) a kid showing his drawing made on {ablet

at Mawaiva slum in Samath
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Tablets fuel learning desire in slum kids

50 Tablets Uploaded With Study Materials Given To Kids Under A Literacy Project

iy gt

Purpose.

“Tablet software [mages
wore downloaded from a cen:
$rol sorver maintalned by the
pescarch  team  of  MIT
Ehrough WiFL" said HWA
President Rajni Kant. Ac-
gording to him, the Dalai La-
o Center for Ethics and
Tronsformative Volues af
AT provides technical sup-
port in uploading the study
Eoterial, while the pro-
sgromme known as Global Lit-
wricy Project is supported by
5 r Dorabji Tata Trustand the
Frajnopaya Foundation
W haritable Socicty Apart
ifrom the Mawsiva centre, an-
ot hirsuchoenre isalsobeing
run at Bhaisori village in Sar-

In a two-hour session tablets are provided to 25
kids while the others wait for their turn. The
study material is meant for the children of 3-8

years age group. But, the kids above this age
also want to use the device

nath area. "It is the Nrst pro
jectof itskind inthecountry,”
he claimed

“The kids are very happy
usingthedeviceand aregulck
fin learning,” sald teacher at
"Mawaiva centre Shells Devi
“In a two-hour session we can

provide tablets to 25 kids only.

whille the others wait for their
turn.” she said adding that
the study material is meant
for the 3-8 vears nge group
But, the kids above thisageal-

=0 Want 1o use the device, shw
added.

“We are responsible for
maintaining regularand con-
sistant commiunication with
the research team, and also
wark with them totest and (m.
plemant web-based feedback
systom for siles to provide

child tablet-use information

0 maximize educational val
ue and to monitor tablet use,”
Raini Kant told TOL

The Mawaiva slom, close
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to Sarnath, the famous Budd-
histsite, has a mix population
of Musiim, Rajbhar, Maurya
(OBC) and Dalit. Maximum
people from marginoallzed
community are engaged as
wage labourers and nearly
50% women work as domestic
worker in the nearby houses.
The HWA isfacilitating a non-
formal educstion centre In
thesium for last 10 vears.

Simlarly, the Bhalsor) sit-
uated in Chiraigaon block
conslsts of other backwaid
community (OBC) Rajbhar-
and dalit community like
Mushar and Nut About T0%
population Is landless and
working as wage labourers in
the nearty area



